


‘She’s Got the Medicine that Everybody Wants’ 


Grace Potter and the Nocturnals spring concert rocks St. Michael’s Ross Sports Center 


By Courtney Jordan and Ashley Aubert 


The minute the doors of the Ross gymnasium 
opened, students, faculty and members of the Bur- 
lington community sprinted for spaces in the front 
row of the Grace Potter and the Nocturnals concert 
on Saturday, April 2. 

Staff members checked tickets of eager con- 
cert-goers to see two Vermont-based bands return 
to their roots. Barefoot Truth, a group with St. Mi- 
chael’s connections, took the stage as the opening 
act shortly after 8 p.m. 

“Tt was nice to have such a welcoming re- 
sponse,” said Garrett Duffy, ’07, Barefoot Truth’s 
harmonica player. “There’s a lot of faculty and stu- 
dents, and a lot of our friends came back.” 


The show, put on by the Student Association, 


took months of preparation. 


“Tt’s a very long process,” said S.A. President 
Trevin Schmidt. “There is a lot of unseen footage 
as far as scheduling, finding the right dates, finding 
acts that fit our budget and fit the schedules.” 

The crowd’s roaring enthusiasm and restless 
dancing communicated a similar appreciation. 

“T know a lot of people are excited, them being 
SMC grads,” Schmidt said. “A lot of people have 


connections with the band.” 


See GRACE POTTER on page 12 
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Grace Potter and the Nocturnals perform in the Ross Sports Center at St. Michael’s College on Saturday, April 2. 


Japan Disaster Shakes Campus Community 


By Alexander Spinelli 
Staff Writer 


“I was sleeping and I got a phone call 
from my boyfriend here, and I just woke up 
and I was so shocked. I was like, ‘Where 
in Japan? Where in Japan?’ because my 
family and friends are in the Osaka area.” 
That was the initial reaction of St. Mi- 
chael’s exchange student Mai Shirotsuki 
when she heard the news of an earthquake 
in her home country of Japan. 

“The scene didn’t look like Japan. It 


was completely collapsed and everything 
was destroyed or awful,” she said. 

Osaka, Shirotsuki’s home and the 
second largest city in Japan, was out of 
harm’s way from the crippling effects of 
the 9.0 magnitude earthquake and tsu- 
nami which devastated the northeastern 
portion of Honshu Island. According to 
The New York Times, the earthquake and 
tsunami have left more than 11,000 dead 
and 17,000 missing, while also disabling 
three nuclear reactors. 

“I was at home getting ready for work 


and I was watching it online and I just 
knew I needed to get to work so I could 
help,” said Haley Labonte, Red Cross ma- 
jor development coordinator for the Ver- 
mont and New Hampshire valley. 

St. Michael’s donates the Ross Sports 
Center for Matsori’s annual Japan-Amer- 
ica society of Vermont. Toward the end of 
it, Labonte said she believed that her goal 
of $2,000 had been reached, which will be 
handed over to the Japan Red Cross for 
aid relief. 

Sophomore Riko Momma, who vol- 


unteered at the event wore a summer 
kimono made of cotton and showed at- 
tendees how to write their names in cal- 
ligraphy and make origami. Momma 
lives in New Zealand, but has family in 
Japan and visits every summer. 

“Japan is not uncivilized. It is very 
equipped for earthquakes and tsunamis, 
usually because we know that we’re on 


See JAPAN DISASTER on page 5 
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New Shuttle Bus Rolls to Campus 
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will be putting St. Michael’s 
decals on the new shuttle and 
making sure it has the proper 
reflective tape. If the old shuttle 
breaks down, Biron said, drivers 
will start using the new one right 
away. If the old bus is still run- 
ning, however, they will use the 


new one occasionally. 

“We don’t want the new one 
to just sit because when they sit, 
they develop problems,” Biron 
said. 

Biron doesn’t anticipate the 
current shuttle will break down 
anytime soon, though. 

“Overall, it’s been a good 
bus,” he said. “This year, it’s 
been a little more expensive than 
in years past, but right now we 
feel like the old bus is in pretty 
good shape.” 

The buses have a 15-year life 
span, and the current shuttle is 
seven years old. College officials 
are confident the current shuttle 
will run for another five to six 


RESELL  E 
“I’m excited to never 
ride the awkward van 

again.” 


Melissa Hallisey ‘13 
St. Michael’s Student 


years, and don’t expect any huge 

problems with it, Biron said. 
Because of the additional 

shuttle, students will no longer 
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Sophomores Kelly Baker and John Slane board the shuttle to North 


campus, where they both reside. 


have to squeeze into vans if the 
current one experiences prob- 
lems. 

“I’m excited to never ride 
the awkward vans again,” sopho- 
more Melissa Hallisey said. 

Students aren’t the only 
ones affected by the new bus. 
The shuttle drivers are anticipat- 
ing changes as well. 

“The front of it is like a pick- 
up truck, so we sit kind of down 
a little bit like a little cab,” said 


SECURITY LOG 


Excerpts from March 16 - April 3 reports provided by St. Michael’s College Department of Public Safety 


shuttle driver Gary Baker. “It 
will be pretty much the same, but 
we won't be able to talk to you 
guys so easily.” 

The additional shuttle will 
not affect the current bus sched- 
ule. However, Biron said the 
college plans to put a connector 
road between north and main 
campus so that the bus will no 
longer have to run on Route 15. 
The new road is scheduled to be 
in use spring of 2012. 


Wednesday, March 16 


9:30 a.m. Suspicious Circumstances, Ross Sports 
Center 


3:07 p.m. Suspicious Person/Circumstance, Tarrant 
Center 


11:34 p.m. Odor Complaint, Lyons Hall 
11:34 p.m. Alcohol Violation, Lyons Hall 


Wednesday, March 23 


2:10 p.m. Suspicious Circumstances, 400s Town- 
houses 


8:27 p.m. Medical Assist: Transport by Rescue, Lyons 
Hall 


9:34 p.m. Fire Alarm: Accidental, Cashman Hall 


Thursday, March 24 


1:30 p.m. Motor Vehicle Accident, Salmon Hall 
2:15 p.m. Assist: Student/Family, Ryan Hall 
5:26 p.m. Disorderly Conduct, Alliot Hall 


Friday, March 25 


3:47 a.m. Assault: Simple, Alliot Hall 


3:47 a.m. Drunkenness: Hospital Observation, Alliot 
Hall 


9:42 p.m. Liquor Violation: Policy Violation, Linnehan 
Hall 


11:22 p.m. Liquor Violation: Policy Violation, Lyons 
Hall 


11: 48 p.m. Drunkenness, Hamel Hall 


Saturday, March 26 


12:40 a.m. Odor Complaint, Lyons Hall 
12:40 a.m. Drug Violation: Paraphernalia, Lyons Hall 


3:16 a.m. Drunkenness: Released to Responsible 
Party, Alumni Hall 


3:31 a.m. Liquor Violation: Underage Possession, 
Alumni Hall 


3:39 a.m. Noise Complaint, Alumni Hall 
3:39 a.m. Drug Violation: Possession, Alumni Hall 


10:28 a.m. Medical Assist: Transport by Rescue, 
Alumni Hall 


12:39 p.m. Welfare Check, Joyce Hall 


1:01 p.m. Vandalism: College Property, 300s Town- 
houses 


2:03 p.m. Vandalism, Hamel Hall 


Sunday, March 27 
1:25 a.m. Fire Alarm: Accidental, Sutton Fire House 
6:45 a.m. Fire Alarm: Accidental, Cashman Hall 


Friday, April 1 
1:53 a.m. Vandalism: College Property 


4:32 a.m. Fire Alarm: Malicious Activation, Canterbury 
Hall 


4:32 a.m. Drunkeness: Released to Responsible . | 
Party, Canterbury Hall 


9:46 p.m. Drunkeness: Correctional Center, Purtill Hall 


Saturday, April 2 


8:24 a.m. Nuisance Complaint: Behavior, Hoeh! Wel- 
come Center 


8:23 p.m. Drunkeness: Released to Responsible 
Party, Ross Sports Center 


Sunday, April 3 


12:53 a.m. Drunkeness: Correctional Center, Alumni 
Hall 


1:24 a.m. Drunkeness: Act One, 300s Townhouses 
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St. Michael’s Remembers Professor Green 


By Ashley Aubert 
Columns Editor 


Professor Douglas S. Green, 
58, died March 18 after a long 
battle with cancer. A respected 
member of the St. Michael’s 
community, Green was de- 
scribed by faculty and students 
as committed and passionate. 

Junior biology major Jake 
Withee spent last summer doing 
research at St. Michael’s and saw 
Green on a regular basis. 

Green’s main concern dur- 
ing his illness was always his 
family, Withee said. 

“He was hoping to last long 
enough to see his daughter’s 
graduate this May. That was his 
only concern,” he said. 

Withee remembers his last 
conversation with Green, which 
took place while Withee was eat- 
ing a giant cookie. Green com- 
mented on how much he also 
enjoyed those kinds of cook- 
ies. Oblivious to Green’s hints, 
Withee finally realized Green 
had been requesting a piece. 

They then discussed how 
Green liked the crunchy outside 
and Withee liked the soft inside. 
So they struck a deal that the 
next time Withee got a cookie, 
he would give Green the crunchy 
outside, Withee said. 

The next cookie Withee 
bought, he cut out the inside and 
wrapped the rest of the cookie, 
leaving it outside Green’s office. 

“T’m hoping that he got it,” 


Withee said. 

Withee described Green 
as a sweet, knowledgeable and 
goofy individual. He would tell 
funny jokes at random times, 
Withee said. 

“The best thing is because 
he was so mild, it was that much 
funnier because you didn’t see it 
coming,” he said. 

Senior biology major Mag- 
gie Dyer had Green as a profes- 
sor since her sophomore year. 

“He just wanted to get to 
know every student,” Dyer said. 

She remembers talking to 
Green for half-an-hour after 
class, as he reassured her that 
she was going to be successful 
in whatever field of work she 
chose. 

“He made me feel confident 
in myself,’ Dyer said. 

Doug Facey, professor and 
chair of the biology department, 
said Green was passionate about 
his job and was always generous 
with his ideas and time. 

“He certainly is someone 
who could have gone to a big 
research university, but he really 
wanted to work with undergrad- 
uate students,” Facey said. “That 
was his thing.” 

He was very dedicated and 
student focused, he added. 

Facey said whenever any 
academic discussions came up, 
Green’s main focus was always 
about how changes would affect 
the students. He was always put- 
ting his students before anything 





else, Facey said. 

“He was really smart but 
he didn’t hang it out there in a 
way that made you feel like you 
weren’t as smart” Facey contin- 
ued. 

Green and his wife, St. Mi- 
chael’s biology professor Donna 
Bozzone, spent years collaborat- 
ing on an introductory biology 
text book that had a different ap- 
proach. It was much more inte- 
grated, not structurally what you 
would see in other biology books 
on the market, Facey said. 

Born in New York City in 





Courtesy of St. Michael’s Marketing and Communications 


January 1953, Green lived in 
Florida, Texas, Rhode Island, 
Tennessee and California be- 
fore settling in Vermont in 1987 
with Bozzone. He received his 
bachelor’s degree from Stan- 
ford University in 1975, a PhD 
in biology from Princeton Uni- 
versity in 1980, and a master’s 
degree in computer science from 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
in 1986. 

Green married Bozzone 
in 1982. The couple has two 
daughters, Samantha, who will 
be graduating from college this 


year and Allison, who will be 
graduating from high school. 
A member of the St. Michael’s 
Community since 1987 Green 
taught computer science and 
then biology. 

A funeral service for Green 
was held March 26 as family, 
friends and students filled the St. 
Michael’s Chapel of the Archan- 
gel. 

Gifts in Green’s name can 
be sent to the Vermont Respite 
House or the Cancer Patient Sup- 
port Program Emergency Fund 
of Fletcher Allen Health Care. 





Senator Sanders Talks Economics 





Photo by Harrison Antognioni 
U.S. Senator Bernie Sanders answers stu- 
dents’ questions. 


By Harrison Antognioni 
and Jordan Kilty 


St. Michael’s students and faculty 
members gathered in the McCarthy Arts 
Center March 22 for an hour-long dis- 
cussion about the state of democracy in 
America with U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders. 

The Senate’s only socialist discussed 
the economic troubles facing the country 
and, more specifically, college students. 

“When we talk about the decline of 
the middle class, what is relevant to you, 
is that your generation has the dubious 
distinction of being the first generation in 
the modern history of this country [that] 
will have a lower standard of living than 
your parents,” Sanders said. 

The 69-year-old former mayor of 


Burlington also talked about poverty and 
economic inequality in America, noting 
that the wealthiest 1 percent owns 23 per- 
cent of the nation’s wealth. 

Political science professor William 
Grover thought the discussion was typi- 
cal of Sanders. 

“Tt’s often seen as not polite to talk 
about class issues in our society, but Ber- 
nie talks about them all of the time,’ Gro- 
ver said. “It was a vintage Bernie talk.” 

Another key point discussed by 
Sanders was the erosion of the middle 
class, which has seen its average income 
decline by more than $2,600 over the past 
decade. 

“Imagine working 20 or 30 years at 
a job, working your way up and making a 
decent middle-class wage,” Sanders said. 


“Then suddenly, that job disappears and 
you’re going back to work for $10 an hour. 
It’s not only an economic blow to you and 
your family, but think about what it does 
to you psychologically.” 

Senior biology major Benton Taylor 
said the discussion was easy to under- 
stand for those not well versed in politics, 
but would have liked more time for stu- 
dent questions. Taylor also said he wishes 
Sanders would have spoken about educa- 
tion. 

Sanders’ appearance at St. Michael’s 
was one stop among many, as he hosted a 
series of town hall-style meetings across 
Vermont to hear concerns about the eco- 
nomic recovery. 
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Lyndon State students stage a sit-in to fight faculty cuts proposed to close the school’s budget gap. 
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Lyndon State Students Take a Stand by Sitting-In 


On-campus protests against college faculty cuts persist 


By Shannon Moore 
Staff Writer 

Budget deficits may cause 
Lyndon State College to reduce 
the number of professors on 
campus, leading students to take 
a stand by sitting-in. Students at 
the college organized the protest 
last month in hopes of gaining 
the attention of administrators 
and the student body. 

Junior Adam Brabant, one 
of the organizers, said he be- 
lieves the sit-in, which drew over 
150 students, showed support 
for endangered faculty members 
and raised awareness among fel- 
low students. However, it failed 
to elicit a response from admin- 
istrators, he said. 

“Communication is a two- 
way street,’ Brabant said. “We 
communicated to administrators 
but it failed in their return.” 

In a press release for endan- 
gered faculty members, Carol 
Moore, president of Lyndon 
State, expressed her appreciation 
for the community’s input. 

“The college’s administra- 
tion welcomes the ideas and cre- 
ativity of students, faculty and 
staff and is collecting this infor- 
mation to inform its decision- 


making process as we work to 
preempt the projected structural 
deficit.” 

This $700,000 projected 
deficit for 2013 was identified 
in the school’s three-year finan- 
cial projections, said Bob Whit- 
taker, the dean of institutional 
advancement at Lyndon State. In 
order to offset this budget gap, 
Whittaker said the college needs 
to start making tough decisions 
now, such as not reappointing 
some untenured faculty. 

“The non-tenure faculty, the 
reason they’re being considered 
is because they get reappointed 
each year until they receive ten- 
ure,” Whittaker said. “As part of 
the agreement, if we choose not 
to reappoint them, they would 
still finish up this year, and then 
teach through the next academic 
year as well, so they would actu- 
ally be employees of the college 
until the end of academic year 
[2011] — 2012.” 

The college has also offered 
incentive packages to those pro- 
fessors who are within the retire- 
ment-age bracket. 

“There are seven faculty that 
were offered an incentive pack- 
age, not for early retirement, but 


to take retirement,’ Whittaker 
said. 

However, at the same time 
the college is looking to add 
three new professors in fields of 
study where demand is the high- 
est, he noted. 

Whittaker went on to say 
that many rumors surrounding 
potential staff cuts have been 
circulating throughout the com- 
munity. 

“There is data being dis- 
tributed that is not accurate,” he 
said. “That’s part of the reason 
we have been having as much 
dialogue as we possibly [can], 
to put the data on the table that’s 
guiding decision-making.” 

Some students at Lyndon 
State still fear for the college’s 
future after hearing about the re- 
sponse to similar circumstances 
in the past. Previously, when 
large groups of professors were 
cut there was a spike in the num- 
ber of students leaving, Brabant 
said. 

Brabant is one of those who 
fears for the future of the college. 
He said he believes the college 
will have to change its ways, or 
wind up possibly in need of a bail 
out from the state in the future. 


To raise further awareness _ 


for their cause, students took 
their concerns to the State Capi- 
tol and met with local legisla- 
tors. 

“They just told us to con- 
tinue our efforts,” Brabant said. 
“And email our campaign to 
elected people in Vermont.” 

The state of Vermont has cut 
its contribution to all four state 
colleges — Johnson, Castleton, 
Vermont Tech and Lyndon — by 
7 percent, leaving many with 
budget gaps similar to Lyndon’s. 
However, at Lyndon State short- 
age in enrollment has put further 
pressure on the administration. 

Other state colleges facing 
the budget cut are looking at a 
wide variety of solutions. Barba- 
ra Murphy, president of Johnson 
State College, said having fund- 
ing levels revert to those of 2007 
is discouraging. 

“We are definitely not going 
in the right direction in terms of 
the state becoming a larger part- 
ner in higher education fund- 
ing,” Murphy said. “I do not plan 
to make any significant cuts in 
staffing or programming for 
academic year 2011-2012, but I 
will need to keep a close eye on 


enrollments and expenses as the 
year progresses.” 

However, Dave Wolk, the 
president of Castleton State Col- 
lege, said he remains optimistic 
about the situation. 

“We hope that a small up- 
surge in enrollment, some new 
fundraising and postponing 
some purchases will help us meet 
the target,” Wolk said. 

Karen Talentino, vice presi- 
dent of academic affairs at St. 
Michael’s, said while the college 
receives no funding from the 
state, it has still been in a similar 
position in the past. Just last year 
smaller class sizes and the poor 
economic situation led to a need 
for more financial aid. 

“We've had no salary in- 
creases in two years despite the 
hard economic times,” Talentino 
said. “We just made a conscious © 
decision as a community to not 
lay anyone off.” 3 

Despite the need for finan- 
cial change, students at Lyndon 
State remain persistent in hopes 
the administration will eventual- 
ly respond to their pleas to keep 
faculty. For now, they continue 
their efforts and remain positive, 
Brabant said. 
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By Krystilyn Atkinson and Harrison Antognioni 
News Editors 


Accused ‘Campus Creeper’ Faces Charges 


A 23-year-old Burlington 
man barred from the St. Mi- 
chael’s campus in September 
was charged last week in con- 
nection with sexual assaults on 
three local women. 

Yetha Lumumba was ar- 
rested April 1. In Vermont Supe- 
rior Court the same day, he first 
pleaded not guilty to charges of 
lewd and lascivious conduct and 
was later arraigned on felony 
charges of sexual assault and 
kidnapping. 

A 22-year-old woman iden- 
tified in a Burlington police af- 
fidavit as “T.L.” was grabbed on 
the St. Michael’s campus on in 
early hours of Sept. 4, 2010, by 
a man the police now identify as 
Lumumba. 

The Defender reported in its 
Sept. 14 edition that Colchester 
police had subsequently issued 
a no-trespass notice against the 
suspected grabber. Campus se- 
curity officers had come across 


this man three times within 10 
days, Public Safety Director Pe- 
ter Soons said at the time. 

Lumumba is now being held 
without bail at the Chittenden 
Regional Correctional Facility in 
South Burlington. 

“Tumumba has had 72 in- 
volvements with Chittenden 
County law enforcement be- 
tween September 21, 2005, and 
January 27, 2011,” the Burling- 
ton police affidavit stated. “Fifty 
four of these incidents are listed 
as suspicious, disorderly, tres- 
passing or sexual assaults.” 

The three sexual assault 
charges filed against Lumumba 
last week involve incidents that 
occurred last summer. The affi- 
davit said he forced one woman 
in Burlington into a sex act with 
him, tried to force another wom- 
an to perform oral sex and ac- 
costed a third woman who man- 
aged to flee. 

-The Burlington Free Press 


Midd Student Returns from Detention in Syria 


A Middlebury College ju- 
nior returned to his parents’ 
home in Ripton, Vt., on April 
3 after two weeks of detention 
in Syria, a Middle East coun- 
try where citizens’ demands for 
freedom have been met with vio- 
lence from authorities. 

Pathik “Tik” Root, a21-year- 
old international studies major, 
had gone to Syria in February 
to continue his Arabic language 
studies after being evacuated 
from Egypt with other Middle- 
bury students. Fears had grown 
for Root’s safety after he was de- 
tained while watching a protest 
in Damascus, Syria’s capital. 

U.S. Sen. Patrick Leahy, a 


St. Michael’s alumnus (Class of 
1960), was instrumental in gain- 
ing Root’s release. Leahy gave 
a speech on the Senate Floor 
March 31 saying Root “was do- 
ing nothing wrong and at most... 
was in the wrong place at the 
wrong time.” 

‘The senator urged the Syri- 
an government to recognize “the 
innocent conduct of a young, 
curious American student who 
is fascinated, as we all are, by 
the extraordinary events taking 
place across North Africa and 
the Middle East.” 


-The Burlington Free Press 
and CNN 
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JAPAN DISASTER 


Continued from page 1 


the borderline of the plates,” 
Momma said. “I really hope this 
raises awareness for the earth- 
quake.” 

Richard Huestis of South 
Burlington, the treasurer of the 
Japan-America Society since 
1983, said the purpose of Mat- 
sori is to have fun together. 

Huestis heard the news on 
the morning of the earthquake 


on his radio as he was wak- _ gg 


ing. ol 
He hopes that the § 
Matsori festival made “ 
people more aware and g 
willing to help in any 
way they can. ‘ 

“We're all people. 
We need, we want to 7 
help other people,” #4 
Huestis said. 2 

Participation in — 
this year’s event may have 
been the largest ever, which 
could be a direct reflection of 
awareness of Japan after the 
earthquake, Huestis said. 

Jeff Wu, a senior at St. Mi- 
chael’s from Taiwan, which is 
about four hours by plane from 
Japan, said he had similar aspira- 
tions for the festival. 

Wu said the Taiwanese were 
very surprised because Japan has 
always been known as a careful 
country that is very detailed in 
its preparation for disasters. 

Wu is studying linguistics 


and elementary education; he 
said he enjoys his schooling at St. 
Michael’s, but admits that some- 
times it can be hard to speak up 
in class because of cultural dif- 
ferences. 

“In Taiwan, in general, it’s 
very status-based, so in a class- 
room students would never talk 
to teachers or ask any questions.” 
Thisstatus- , oriented 

















culture _is 
also present in Japan, 
explained St. Michael’s College 
professor of Japanese Hideko 
Furukawa. 

“Generally, American peo- 
ple are informal. In Japan you 
really don’t offer your opinion,” 
Furukawa said. 

Some analysts have specu- 
lated that this kind of thinking 
may in part account for the lack 
of looting following the earth- 
quake. 

Furukawa said she believes 


Japan was prepared, but not for a 


eee 


rica 


rapan-America 
ney of Vermont 
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JASV 





since 1983. 


tsunami of the magnitude which 
swept away entire towns. 


Reinko Kida, a for- 
mer linguistic profes- 
sor at the University of 


Vermont and Champlain Col- 
lege, said that due to the tsunami, 
there have been blackouts, food 
shortages and highway closings 
in Japan. 
“T have one friend who has 
a store in Tokyo. Her store is 
not doing good because of the 
blackout and power plant fail- 
ure, and she closed the 
store after two weeks,” 
» Kida said. 
4 With 
largest 


the 
earth- 


nami to 
hit Japan and the 
partial meltdown 
and leaking of 
radioactive gas at 
three nuclear reactors, 
recovery for Japan will be long 
and arduous. 

Shirotsuki will return to 
her home in Osaka in May and 
does not expect her life there 
to be drastically shifted due to 
the earthquake. But she said the 
northeast portion of Honshu will 
see a long recovery. 

“T think it will take a lot of 
time in that area; a lot of people 
are old; they would need a lot of 
help from young people,” Shirot- 
suki said 


Photos by Alexander Spinelli 
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Students Are a No-Show for S.A. Elections 


Despite enthusiastic candidates, polls yielded small turnout 


By Gabbi Hall 
Staff Writer 


When St. Michael’s College stu- 
dents voted last week for Student As- 
sociation representatives, they found 


their class ballots lacking in choices. © 


A total of 316 students cast 
votes in the election, equaling ap- 
proximately 15 percent of the student 
body. As one point of comparison, 
more than 60 percent of eligible vot- 
ers took part in the 2008 U.S. presi- 
dential election. 

The Class of 2014 had no candi- 
dates for treasurer. The class of 2012 
lacked candidates for vice president, 
secretary, treasurer and senators. 
Perhaps the ballot’s most shock- 
ing void was the lack of candidates 
for Class of 2013 president and vice 
president. Many of the candidates 
ran unopposed. 

The campus also lacked any ob- 
vious signs of campaigning, such as 
posters promoting candidates. 

“We do encourage people to put 
up posters,” said David Schulz, sec- 
retary of student policy. “Facebook 
groups are also a big thing that is sort 
of a virtual poster.” 

Students tend to vote based on 
name recognition rather than cam- 
paigning, Schulz said. 

The one publicized campaign- 
ing effort, an open forum hosted 
by the S.A., took place on Tuesday 





March 29, allowing candidates to 
speak to the voters as well as answer 
their questions. 

Questions ranged from “How do 
you plan to communicate with your 
constituents?” to “Do you think your 
love of ‘shredding the gnar’ will ef- 
fect your ability to perform your du- 
ties?” 

“Tm looking for someone who 
is dedicated to going to all the meet- 
ings,” said sophomore Emma Haus- 
er. “Someone who is going to take 
initiative.” 

Junior Mike Jablonski said he 
decided on a whim to ran for S.A. 
vice president. 

“T realized, out of left field, that 
I was interested and I wanted a new 
way to get involved senior year,” he 
said. 

This was Jablonski’s first time 
running for an S.A. position. 

Jablonski said he hopes to open 
lines of communication in order to 
hear the opinions of the average stu- 
dent, and to get in touch with those 
who don’t hold leadership roles on 
campus. 

When Jablonski was acquiring 
the 200 signatures required to get his 
name on the ballot, he said he joked 
with his peers that he would fight for 
snow days every time there is a dust- 
ing. 

Jablonski’s close friend, Brittany 
Richardson, ran for the S.A. presi- 


dency. Richardson said she has years 
of experience in school politics. 

Richardson also said that she is 
qualified for the position because of 
all the on-campus activities she is in- 
volved in. 

“I know a lot of the school and 
I’m connected to it,” she said. 

The candidates for these two 
highest positions, S.A. president and 
vice president, ran unopposed. 

Richardson said she believes the 
low turnouts are due to a misconcep- 
tion about the SA. 

“{Students] think that as S.A. 
president you are just a figurehead 
and that you don’t actually do any- 
thing,” she said. 

Her goal as president is to in- 
crease the S.A. involvement from the 
student body. 

“The first step is to get the word 
out there and tell people what it does 
and what they can do for the stu- 
dents,” she said. 

Richardson said that increasing 
involvement is a goal that has been 
popular amongst presidential candi- 
dates for years. 

“T think a lot of the time people 
expect the e-board to just figure it 
out and I think it is a good time to 
start thinking about how can every- 
one change things,” she said. 

The polls closed on Thursday 
and results were released to the stu- 
dent body on April 3. 











































2011-2012 


STUDENT ASSOCIATION 
ELECTED OFFICIALS 


S.A. President - Brittany 
Richardson 


S.A. Vice President - Michael 
Jablonski 


Class of 2012 


President - Megan Flynn 
Vice President - Michael Herring 
Secretary - Meredith Deffley 
Treasurer - Garrett Clark 
Senators - Joanna Ghilardi and 


Katie Cornwell 


. Class of 2013 


President - Allison Fusco 
Vice President - Caroline Ward 
Secretary - Unfilled 
Treasurer - Olivia McCall 
Senators - Daniel Tolan and 


Melissa Morrison 


Class of 2014 


President - Megan Woodcock 
Vice President - Walter Nash 
Secretary - Eleanor Hahn 
Treasurer - Lauren DiBona 
Senators - Grace Barney and Alex 
Leronimo 














Brittany Richardson and Michael Jablonski, the 2011-12 Student Association president and vice president. 





Photos by Samantha Merrill 
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Tuition Keeps Climbing at St. Michaels 


Other Vermont colleges join the trend of charging more... and more 


By Brian Crowley 
Staff Writer 


While more prospective students 
have applied to St. Michael’s College this 
year than in the past, the increase in cost 
of attendance for 2011-2012 could dis- 
courage some of them from ultimately 
choosing the college. Last month, the col- 
lege’s Board of Trustees approved a four 
percent increase in cost of attendance, 
which includes tuition, room and board. 
This means students will have to pay an 
extra $1,740 next year, a total of $45,270 
for students with full meal plans. 

President John Neuhauser said the 
principal factors affecting next year’s bud- 
get are increased financial aid and health 
care costs, as well as a 1.5 to 2 percent 
increase in faculty and staff salaries. 

Although professors welcome the 
raise, some fear that eventually only the 
wealthiest students will be able to afford 
St. Michael’s, compromising the school’s 
diversity, English professor Lorrie Smith 
said. She added that she knows some stu- 
dents who left school in the past few years 
because they were unable to cover the ris- 
ing price. 

“Tt’s unfortunate,” sophomore Hanna 
German said. “That people with money 
are having access to higher education 
when they’re not always the ones who de- 
serve it, and people who have a drive to 
continue their education can’t afford it.” 

Neuhauser said he believes even ap- 
plicants with financial difficulties will 
continue to attend. 

“1 do not expect that this increase 
alone will affect the number of appli- 
cants,” he said, “especially when the sec- 
ond biggest item in the budget is financial 
aid.” 

St. Michael’s gives financial aid to 
90 percent of its students, ranging from 
$1,000 to full tuition. 

According to Neal Robinson, the 
vice president for finance, most colleges 
and universities in the country will in- 
crease their costs of attendance by 3 to 6 
percent this year. 

“Typically, cost of attendance in- 
creases every year, and I don’t see this 
trend ending,” Robinson said. 

St. Michael’s is not alone; press re- 
leases from other Vermont colleges reveal 
statewide tuition swells. The University of 
Vermont’s total cost is set to increase next 
year by 5.8 percent, to a total of $27,558 
for Vermont residents and $47,524 for 


-son said in an email to employees he is 
not fully satisfied with the new financial 
plan, but it is a step “in the right direction” 
toward better salaries. Robinson present- 
ed the finalized 2011-2012 budget to the 

Board of Trustees on March 25. 
“Obviously, students will not jump 
for joy [about the cost of attendance 
increase],” Robinson said. “I hope we 
can make [them] understand the in- 
crease is necessary to support the 
quality of education we are pro- 
viding.” 


will not see any pay increase at all. 
“T understand the school, 

like everybody, took a 

big hit with the 

financial 


out-of-state residents. The University’s 
Board of Trustees is expected to approve 
this increase in May. The total cost for all 
Middlebury College undergraduates is 
also increasing — by 2.5 percent, to a to- 
tal of $53,420. For Vermont State Colleg- 
es such as Lyndon and Castleton, tuition 
will increase by 4 percent for Vermont 
residents and 7 percent for out-of-state 
residents, to totals of $8,561 and 
$18,470 respectively. 

Despite the anticipated raise, 
St. Michael’s pays its professors 
much less than peer institu- 
tions — schools in a similar 
financial situation with a 
similar student demcgraphic, 
Smith said. She said that the 
issue with richer colleges is 
their endowment, which is 
much larger. 

Full-time —_ professors 
at St. Michael’s currently 
make an average yearly sala- 
ry of $92,600, compared to 
Middlebury’s $123,000, 
according to the 
American Associa- 
tion of University 
Professors. 

In 2008 the eco- 
nomic recession triggered a two-year 
freeze of faculty and staff salaries, so the 
college offered a retirement program to 
reduce salary and benefit costs, Robinson 
said. 

“The reduced staff level has put pres- 
sure on those now performing the duties 
of those who chose to retire,’ Robinson 
said. “As a result, we felt strongly that we 
needed to increase the salaries.” 

Adjunct faculty members, however, 












































cri- 

sis,’ Smith 

said. “[But] we also 

don’t make as much as people 

at other colleges. Someone at Middle- 

bury is probably getting a much bigger 

salary than I am because they just have 

more money.” 
Robin- 
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Burning Down the Townhouse 


EXECUTIVE 
Eprror 





Samantha 
Merrill 


Last semester, 
on the Saturday be- 
fore finals week, my 
roommates and I de- 
cided to spend the 
night in. One of my 
roommates decided 
to try her hand at 
cooking deep-fried 
mozzarella __ sticks. 
I momentarily re- 
treated upstairs, 
only to be startled by 
screams from below. 
As I stepped outside 
of my room I was 
greeted by billows 
of smoke, and it was 
only then that the fire 
alarms sounded. 


The oil from 


deep-frying our - 


late-night treat ini- 
tiated a ball of fire 
that roared up to the 
ceiling of the kitch- 
en, filling the house 
with ash and smoke. 
The flame died in 
the spray of our fire 
extinguisher, but the 
smoke remained; 
our eyes watered, we 
coughed and strug- 
gled to breathe. 


As the sirens 


shrieked up to our. 


townhouse, we came 
to a startling realiza- 
tion: it had taken our 
smoke detectors an 
alarmingly long time 
to sound, because 
apparently they had 
been installed only 
on our second floor. 
Under Vermont State 


Law, Title 9, section 
2882, all single-fam- 
ily dwellings must 
have a fire detector 
on both levels, why 
should we be exempt 
from this law? 

After fire and 
rescue properly ven- 
tilated our house we 
were on our own, 
slightly shaken up, 
frantically Febreez- 
ing the house and 
assessing the dam- 
age. Oil and fire ex- 
tinguisher chemicals 
covered much of the 
kitchen, the hood of 
the oven was com- 
pletely charred, and 
the ceiling above the 
stove was black, as 
were some surround- 
ing cabinets. At that 
point we thought 
that the damage and 
lack of fire detectors 
would be our only 
remaining complica- 
tions. 

Two days later, 
early Monday morn- 
ing, as I lay in bed, I 
heard banging on the 
front door. I buried 








my head under the 
covers, not wanting 
to wake up when I 
didn’t have an exam 
until 1 p.m., but it 
persisted. AsI got out 
of bed to investigate 
I heard a deep male 
voice at the bottom 
of the stairs. Com- 
pletely disheveled 
and groggy, I dis- 
covered a member of 
Student Life had just 
entered our house to 
see the fire damage, 
without an invitation, 
because the door 
was unlocked. I had 
never thought about 
the fact that on a pri- 
vate college campus 
administration has 
the ability to enter 
your home without 
your consent, but it 
was quite the way to 
wake up. 

Two days _lat- 
er we realized we 
had never received 
another fire extin- 
guisher, which we 


were promised on the 
night of the fire. Up 
to this point we had 


been anxious about 
anything involving 
the stove, and figured 
having proper safety 
measures would ease 
our minds. One of 
my roommates called 
public safety, asking 
for a new extinguish- 
er; she received a 
rude response to her 
request, but was told 
we would get one. 
That never happened. 
She tried again a few 
days later — still 


nothing. 


Since the fire, 
our ceiling has been 
repainted, a new 
stove hood put in 
place, the cabinet 
door replaced, even 
a broken drawer was 
fixed, but as anoth- 
er semester winds 
down, there is still an 
empty space on the 
wall, void of a fire 
extinguisher. Student 
Life was concerned 
enough to enter our 
home on their own 
to assess the damage. 
Shouldn’t college of- 
ficials jump to pro- 
vide us with proper 
safety measures 
when clearly we are 
fire-prone? 

According _ to 


Burlington Fire 
Department Fire 
Marshal Terence 


Francis, if a dwell- 
ing has a kitchen, it 
is required to have 
a fire extinguisher. 
After speaking with 
Francis, wished me a 
“fire safe weekend,” 
which might be hard 
to do without an ex- 
tinguisher. 


Samantha Merrill is 
a journalism major. 
Contact her at 
smerrill@smcvt.edu. 





Tuition Runs Out: 
A Letter From the Editors 


As tuition rises and family budgets tighten, 


St. Michael’s students are now additionally be- 
ing asked to donate further amounts of money 
toward the institution. 

On March 25, St. Michael’s administrators 
celebrated a new campus tradition that has be- 
come a nationwide trend — Tuition Runs Out 
Day — in an attempt to create a culture of phi- 
lanthropy on campus. However, it’s not clear 
why such a day is necessary at St. Michael’s — 
especially when the cost of attendance is rise 
over $45,000 and increases every year faster 
than the overall inflation rate. 

While students received an email with a 
video link starring the president, deans and 
other top administrators on the morning of the 
25", faculty members received an email from 
Angela Amour urging them to “explain the sig- 
nificance of the day, so that students will have a 
greater appreciation for those donors who con- 
tribute to the college” during class time. 

Within these emails, readers are also told 
that tuition, along with room and board costs, 
approximately $45,000 per student, only covers 
85 percent of a student’s yearly experience at 
St. Michael’s. Funding sources, such as alumni 
gifts and bookstore revenue, we are told, cover 
the remaining 15 percent of expenses. 

With 90 percent of students receiving fi- 
nancial aid, it is clear that few students pay a 
full $45,000. However, if every student did, in 
fact, pay for full tuition, room and board, the 
budget would be over $85.5 million. 

In addition, it now appears that our pro- 
fessors are being asked to act as fundraisers as 
well as educators. Although Amour’s email 
stated that bringing up this topic in class was 
completely voluntary, she did give a visual 
example of how to bring up such a subject— 
by turning the lights on “after just a couple of 
minutes with the explanation that donations 
and other funding sources allow the college to 
continue its mission.” 

Although the motivation behind promoting 
Tuition Runs Out Day appears to be to increase 
student appreciation of donors, it seems to es- 
sentially be a convenient way to mold current 
students into future donors. 

Donating, however generous it may be, is 
an act of charity—a gift to an organization or 
cause in need. Generosity is a learned habit 
of freely giving, something typically taught 
by parents. So, the question stands, should 
students of an institution be coaxed into giv- 
ing gifts to a private college they are already 
spending thousands of dollars to attend? 


- The editors of The Defender 
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By Emily Cotter 
Staff Writer 


The St. Michael’s Fix it with Five 
committee awarded $10,000 in grant 
money to a local organization that pro- 
vides shelter for Burlington’s homeless 
population. 

The Committee on Temporary Shel- 
ter (COTS) was declared the winner at a 
March 23 Fix it with Five meeting. 

The committee, which originated in 
1982, offers a variety of services for Bur- 
lington’s homeless such as an overnight 
shelter, a day station where people can get 
a noontime meal and transitional housing 
programs. 

After two consecutive years of ap- 
plying, Becky Holt, the COTS director 
of development and communication, said 
the organization was thrilled to finally 
receive the grant which will help fund a 
transitional housing program. 

This Bridge Back into Housing pro- 
gram will offer temporary apartment- 
style housing as an alternative to living 
in a regular communal shelter, Holt said. 
The program will lease 10 apartment 
units to selected families and is designed 
to allow the families to gradually rebuild 
credit and gain a housing reference for the 
future. 

With the Fix it with Five grant, the 
committee, which operates on a $3.1 


Students 


By Krystilyn Atkinson 
News Editor 


For centuries women across the 
world have been repressed and discrimi- 
nated against, but where is the worst place 
in the world to be a woman today? Many 
are saying the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, a country that “has been called 
the rape capital of the world,” said Laurie 
Gagne, director of the Edmundite Center 
for Peace and Justice at St. Michael’s Col- 
lege. 

With violence that has been raging 
for 15 years, “about five million people 
have been killed, three million have been 
displaced, and tens of thousands of wom- 
en have been raped and tortured,” Gagne 
said. 

In an effort to aid women in the Con- 
go, where rape is a common weapon of 
war, senior Kate Loughlin has organized 
the St. Michael’s College Run for the Con- 
go. The 5k run will be held April 10 at 10 
a.m., beginning in the 300s field. 





FEATURES 
Homeless Shelter Makes Change For $5 








million annual budget, will be able to 
fund the Bridge Back into Housing pro- 
gram for a year. 

“Shelters are stressful to live in for 
families, and sharing a space with many 
people can take a toll on [their] well be- 
ing and privacy,” Holt said. “We hope the 


Run Against Rape in Congo 


“All the money we will be raising will 
go directly to the Run for Congo Women,” 
Loughlin said. “[It will then be] dispersed 
in any way they see fit in helping the Con- 
golese women; whether that will be pro- 
viding them better shelter, better educa- 
tion, safety, a range of things.” 

This run, one of many that has oc- 
curred across the nation, works in con- 
junction with Women for Women Interna- 
tional, an organization that raises money 
for women in need around the world, ex- 
plained Kim Swartz, director of the Cen- 
ter for Women and Gender. 

For example, Women for Women in 
the Congo works closely with rape vic- 
tims providing them with the support they 
need to continue with their lives after be- 
ing attacked. 

Many raped women are forced to 
leave their homes because their families 
will no longer accept them. 


See RUNNING AGAINST RAPE 
on page 14 


Photo by Jordan Kilty 
The COTS daystation is the only drop-in center for homeless adults in 


Chittenden County. 


transitional housing will be better for 
their financial and mental health, as well 
as their family dynamics, because sharing 
a kitchen and bathroom among groups of 
families can be something stressful and 
can easily lead to conflict.” 

Sophomore Fix it with Five commit- 


tee member Liz Kendall said she sees the 
transitional housing plan as particularly 
valuable for children going through a pe- 
riod of homelessness. 

“This way children can maintain 
more normal relationships with friends 
and have a place to have friends over and 
a private place to do their homework,” she 
said. 

Along with creating a better environ- 
ment for families in crisis, the transitional 
housing program will help ease the bottle- 
neck effect COTS regularly experiences 
in which the number of people seeking 
housing exceeds what is available. 

Eric Larkin 710, the Fix it with Five 
creator, said this program will create long- 
term benefits for COTS, which is why it 
was chosen as a finalist. 

COTS received the most votes from 
the St. Michael’s student body out of the 
three finalists, which included Mercy 
Connections and the Sara Holbrook Cen- 
ter. 

“When we select the top three final- 
ists we are looking for something that will 
create sustainable systemic change, not 
something that’s just going to put a band- 
aid on it for the time being,” Larkin said. 
“Although $10,000 won’t end homeless- 
ness, we look for a plan that will hopefully 
get to the root of a problem, and the tran- 
sitional housing is a really good example 
of that.” 





Photo by Krystilyn Atkinson 
Senior Kate Loughlin and Freshman Madison Sommers are in charge of registering 
students interested in running the 5K for the Congo. 
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Continued from page 1 


Returning alumni were a large presence in the 
crowd, willing to vocalize their love for the band. 
One of them was Nicole Falco, who said her reason 
for coming was two-fold. 

“We went to school with some of the guys from 
Barefoot Truth, but we also love Grace Potter,” she 
said. “It’s a win-win.” 

During 
the near- 
45-minute 
wait be- 
tween 








‘an against the front row barricades hoping to get cl 


Barefoot Truth and Grace Potter and the Nocturnals, 
the crowd was enveloped by the pungent scent of the 
fog machine and marijuana. 

The chant of “We want Grace!” could be steadi- 
ly identified amid the general pandemonium of spec- 
tators. 

The crowd revealed the diverse fan base of the 
bands, as people of all ages eagerly eyed the stage. 

“T like the fact that she can hold her own,” said 
junior Claire Eisengerg. “She’s like a young Janis 
Joplin.” 

Only yards away, 6-year-old Katrina Kajenski 
of Williston danced with her father in the wide-open 
periphery of the stage. It was her first experience 
with Grace Potter and the Nocturnals but she 
was looking forward to it, she said. 

Leaning 
over the metal 
gates of the 
front row 
was Laura 
Putnam, 
of Bos- 
PaOnsh 
Mass. 























ay 


x > » 
. .e 


EF POTTER AN 


This was not her first experience with Grace Potter. 

Putnam and her family come annually for the 
Grace Potter and the Nocturnals waterfront show in 
Burlington. They recently followed the band to the 
House of Blues in Boston and Lupo’s in Providence. 

“We have traveled many places just saying ‘We 
want to go there. They’re playing there, let’s go!” 
Putnam said. “It’s been a lot of fun.” 

Putnam’s left calf is adorned with a tattoo of an 
owl, the band’s logo. 

Not all concert-goers considered themselves 
such dedicated fans. 

“T don’t even know who she is,” said Peter Ma- 
toian of Mashpee, Mass. “But she’s cute. I can’t 
wait.” 

Finally, the thundering announcement of the 
band’s arrival came over the speakers. 

“The one, the only, Grace Potter and the Noc- 
turnals!” 

Potter addressed an estimated 1600 spectators, 
saying it felt good to be home. An eruption of ap- 
plause and cheers ensued. 

The band delivered a provocative, interactive 
performance for the next hour, sampling music of 
other artists along with their original songs. 

Potter teased the Phish song “Tweezer” as a trib- 
ute to another band with Vermont roots who played 
in the Ross gymnasium in the fall semester of 92. 
During the performance of her song “Nothing but 
the Water,” Potter substituted Phish’s lyr- 

ics, “won't you step into the freezer,” 
with “won’t you step into the wa- 


” 


ter. 








Potter’s qu 
beneath her she 








tic for a so 
about you I 
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flashing of her black underwear 
‘black dress was not the group’s 
ntalize the audience. 

cing that she would be going acous- 
iter sang the lyrics, “when I think 
myself,’ informing the crowd that 
nd had gone backstage to “touch 


mping rapture of the spectators 
nd’s ambition to be seen as a su- 


oming back because they are a 

live band,” Putnam said. “They 

actually play instruments and 

__ they actually sing songs... 
| very well.” 


Photos by Courtney Jordan 
and Ashley Aubert 
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Does Tegrity Undermine Classrooms Integrity? 


By Melissa Brown 
Staff Writer 

Today’s generation lives in a tech- 
nological age — an age of iPhones, blogs 
and online newspapers. In keeping up 
with the never-ending technology ad- 
vances, St. Michael’s College faculty and 
students are becoming more acquainted 
with Tegrity, an online service that al- 
lows instructors to record audio and video 
content from a class and post it online for 
students to review later. 

Tegrity has accumulated over 10 mil- 
lion student reviews in hundreds of in- 
stitutions, according to its website, but is 
Tegrity a system that will catch on with 
students and professors on the St. Mi- 
chael’s campus? 

McGraw-Hill, the owner of Tegrity, 
sees many positives resulting from using 
this technology on a regular basis in class- 
rooms, the company’s website said. 

First, it will increase the amount of 
information absorbed by students be- 
tween tests, thus improving their grades 
on those tests. Students can access Tegrity 
on any Web browser, iPod or cell phone. 
And Tegrity provides a different learning 
aid for non-traditional students, the com- 








“If I sound enthusiastic about 
[Tegrity], it’s 


because I really am.” 


Jim Millard 
Senior Instructional 
Technologist 


pany’s website said. 
St. Michael’s College is still in the 
early stages of using Tegrity on campus. 
Jim Millard, a senior instructional 
technologist at St. Michael’s, said he is a 
fan of Tegrity, and when talking about it 
the excitement is apparent in his voice. 





Math professor George Ashline uses Tegrity to record his lessons. 


_. “If I sound enthusiastic about it, it’s 
because I really am,” he said. 

~ Since the pilot began a year-and-a- 
half ago, 12 St. Michael’s professors use 


‘Tegrity on a regular basis, recording al- 


most every class. There are 10 professors 
who use Tegrity occasionally in depart- 
ments including physics, language, busi- 
ness, math, journalism, psychology and 
biology, Millard said. 

With almost 1,500 recordings, Teg- 
rity has attracted 376 St. Michael’s view- 
ers so far. 

“T think it’s going to be around for a 
long time and I think students are going 
to continue to be excited about it,’ Mil- 
lard said. 

While many faculty members thought 
students would blow off classes because 
they can later watch what they missed on 
Tegrity, Millard said that hasn’t been an 
issue. 





Photo by Jordan Kilty 


Professor George Ashline, depart- 
ment chair for mathematics, combines 
Tegrity with SmartBoard technology in 
his classes. When recording his classes, a 
webcam focuses on him and on the Smart- 
Board, capturing video and audio of what 
is being done in class. 

“Tt’s a tool that I think has a lot of 
good properties,” Ashline said. 

Ashline said he began using the Teg- 
rity program when he had a student who 
was going to be missing a lot of classes for 
health reasons. Since then, he has been a 


dedicated Tegrity user. However, he said ~ 


he still believes in old-fashioned paper 
and pencil work as well. 

“Technology is helpful. It can find 
other ways to present some of the top- 
ics,” Ashline said, but he added, “Nothing 
is going to replace getting in and getting 
your hands dirty. 

Karen Talentino, a St. Michael’s pro- 


fessor and the vice president of academic 
affairs, is one of the instructors who oc- 
casionally uses Tegrity, and while she said 
the program is great, she said she does not 
believe every professor on campus should 
use it. 

According to her records, Talentino 
has five students in her class who use the 
program, and there have been 28 views of 
recordings over the course of the semes- 
ter. 

“Not everybody needs it, but it’s 
there if you do,” she said. “Ultimately it 
comes down to the faculty and the student 
working together to achieve learning, so 
you don’t want the technology to get in the 


_ Like Ashline, Talentino said she rec- 
ognizes the advantages that come with 
Tegrity, but she also recognizes that Teg- 
rity does not work in every situation. 

“T think it’s important to take it slow- 
ly and make sure it makes sense for the 
class that you’re teaching.” 

Not all students are sharing the ex- 
citement that some professors have about 
Tegrity. Elena Bilodeau, a sophomore sec- 
ondary education/history double major, 
said she is a little wary of using Tegrity in 
the classroom. 

“Tt should be used as a class enhance- 
ment, not a class substitute,” Bilodeau 
said. os 

Anna Jantsch, a sophomore biology/ 
psychology double major said she has 
similar feelings about Tegrity and she is 
not a big fan of technology in general. 

“T’m not a technical person, so even 
though my teachers use it, I take notes no 
matter what,” she said. 

Anna Castronovo, a sophomore polit- 
ical science major, said she finds that she - 
thrives in discussion-based classes where 
technology is not a focus. 

“None of my professors use it, and I 
love it,’ Castronovo said. 


RUNNING AGAINST RAPE 


Continued from page 11 


Women for Women connects rape victims with 
international “sisters” who provide them not only with 
monetary support, but also moral support through the 


exchange of letters, Gagne said. 


While monetary donations are important in aiding 
the cause of women in the Congo, Loughlin said her 
main goal is drawing attention to those in need. 

“My biggest hope [is] really raising awareness for 


the crisis both on campus and throughout the commu- 


nity,” she said. 


anything else.” 


need, she added. 





14 


Students are encouraged to participate in the run 
regardless of their level of experience. 

“Tt’s a run that can be walked, jogged, anything,” 
Loughlin said. “Really it’s just'a movement more than 


The run is not a race but an effort to help those in 


The 3.1-mile run will begin and end at the 300’s 


field, looping through the woods twice and potential- 


ly Doc Jacobs as well, depending upon the weather, 


Loughlin said. 

Anyone interested in participating can register 
during their tabling hours in Alliot on Thursday from 
11:30 to 1:00 and 5:00 to 7:00, the day of, online at 


smcrun4congo.wordpress.com/ or by contacting Kate 


Loughlin or Kim Swartz. A student registration fee of 


$20 for 2 before the run or $12 per person the day of the 


run will be required to participate. 





Students hold hands in a screen shot from SGAC’s Dear Hillary Campaign, which can be found on YouTube. 


THE DEFENDER ® Tuesday, April 5, 2011 * Vol. 29, Issue No. 5 


Dear Hillary: Act Now 


By Christopher Moskal 
Staff Writer 


Members of the Dear Hillary Campaign for 
the Congo are returning to Washington, D.C. for 
the next phase of their campaign on April 8. 

The plan for the event, Join Hands for the 
Congo, is to form a human chain around the U.S. 
State Department with members of the Dear Hil- 
lary campaign and other students and organizations 
that will be attending. They hope to create a public 
outcry and continue to push for U.S. diplomatic ac- 
tion in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

Members of the Congolese population from 
the Burlington community, and some St. Michael’s 
Student Global AIDS campaign members, will ac- 
company the Dear Hillary Campaign members on 
the trip. One of the goals of the Join Hands for the 
Congo event is to push political leaders, like Sec- 
retary of State Hillary Clinton, to appoint a special 
envoy to the Great Lakes region of Africa. 

“A special envoy is someone who would be 
assigned by the Obama administration to make as 
his primary responsibility bringing about an end to 
the conflict in eastern Congo,” said Laurie Gagne, 
the director of the Edmundite Center for Peace and 
Justice. Gagne launched the campaign in the sum- 
mer of 2010. 

In addition to the Congo, the Great Lakes re- 
gion includes Rwanda, Uganda, Tanzania and Bu- 
rundi. 

“The special envoy would conduct summit 
meetings between the leaders of all these countries 
to try and bring a resolution of the problem, be- 
cause it’s foreign militias that are causing most of 
the problems in eastern Congo,” Gagne said. 

During the first phase of the campaign, mem- 
bers exceeded their original goals and sent over 
17,000 postcards to Clinton on her birthday, Oct. 
26. 

The postcards asked the secretary of state to 
use her power to initiate U.S. diplomatic action in 
the Congo to stop the ongoing violence and ob- 
scene treatment of women. 

This movement earned the campaign a meet- 
ing last December at the State Department with 
Melanne Verveer, the ambassador-at-large for 


global women’s issues. 

Senior committee member Kate Bailey said 
the group could see Verveer viewed the situation 
as a priority. However, Bailey said the ambassa- 
dor was focusing more on humanitarian work like 
building hospitals to treat rape survivors rather 
than actually addressing the violence. 

“It’s not the U.S. government’s job to build 
hospitals. It’s the U.S. government’s job to use our 
diplomatic powers to bring ends to the conflict. 
That’s the job of the State Department,” Bailey 
said. 

The group realized their work wasn’t done, 
said senior committee member Leah Ziegler. Di- 
rectly after they returned from the Washington 
meeting, the group began planning phase two of 
the campaign in order to create the public outcry 
needed to spark change. 

“We decided to go with a more pointed and 
direct ask this time,” Ziegler said. 

The call for a special envoy is a focus of other 
Congo advocacy groups, and the campaign felt it 
would be to their advantage if they were in line 
with those groups, Ziegler said. 

The campaign also started a petition that’s 
available to sign on their website. It will be given 
to a State Department representative at the Join 
Hands for Congo event. 

The campaign was able to receive funding 
from the St. Michael’s College Student Association 
and President’s Council for the trip. 

Since fall 2010, the Dear Hillary Campaign 
has seen a large increase in members. Ziegler said 
the group has grown about four times bigger than 
it was during phase one. 

First-year Nora Stoelting became involved this 
semester after being introduced to the campaign 
through the postcard initiative and a viewing of 
“The Greatest Silence,” a documentary by film- 
maker Lisa Jackson that focuses on the rape in the 
Congo. She will be making the trip to Washington 
D.C. to partake in Join Hands for the Congo. 

“One thing that is really powerful about it is 
that it’s student organized and student driven,” 
Stoelting said. “I think it’s important that the State 
Department gets that message that it’s from youth 
activism.” 


“Wiz Khalifa.” 
Andrew Kelley, 13 


“Bruce Springsteen.” 
Christine Amoresano ‘11, 


“DMB [Dave Matthew's Band] 
because it’s my initials.” 
Denise M. Belanger, ‘12 


“Fleet Foxes.” - 
lan Conway, ‘14 


“Kid Cudi.” 


Zach Benuck, ‘13 


it 








Tues 5: Collie Buddz at 
Higher Ground Ballroom 
8:30 p.m. 

Collie Buddz, originally from 
the isle of Bermuda, is bring- 
ing a new start to the world 
of reggae. Already on the 
Billboard charts, Buddz has 
placed No. 1 on the reggae 
charts. 

$22 in advance, $25 day of 
show 


Wed. 6: Facebook Art 
Ongoing until April 30. 

The first 50 artists to have 
responded to the Art’s Alive 
Gallery showcase their art- 
work on the social networking 
site. 


Thurs. 7: Guggenheim 
Grotto at Higher Ground 
7 p.m. 

This duo from Dublin has 
been compared to the likes 
of Simon and Garfunkel with 
their art-folk sound, two-part 
harmonies and pop style. 

$8 in advance, $10 day of 
show. 


Fri. 8: Comic Book and 
Graphic Designs 





5:30 p.m., Phoenix Books, Es- 
sex 

Rick Evans leads this oppor- 
tunity for comic book and 
graphic designers to discuss 
and network. 

Free 
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Fri. 8: Turtle 
Underground 

8:30 p.m. Bearquarium 
Purtill Hall, North Campus 


Fri./Sat. 8-9: St. Michael’s 
Family Weekend! 
St Michael’s 
Colchester 

Enjoy a variety of academic 
and artistic events and lec- 
tures on campus. Schedule of 
all the events can be found on 
the St. Michael’s website. 


College, 


Sat. 9: Turtle 
Underground 

8:30 p.m. First-year band, Ma- 
jestic Mountain Goats 

9:30 p.m. Moses and the Elec- 
tric Company 


Sat.9: Martin Sexton at 
Higher Ground 

7:00 p.m. 

A modern-folk artist with a 
rocker’s voice, Sexton brings 
a mix of folk, blues and jazz. 


CALENDAR 


On and Off-Campus Events 


seat | 





Sun. 10: Reggae Night at 
Nectars 

10 p.m-2p.m. 21+ Free 

This Sunday brings DJ Big 
Dog and Demus. 


Mon. 11: Jonathan 

Tyler & the Northern 
Lights at Higher Ground 
Showcase Lounge 

7 p.m. 

Presented by 99.9 The Buzz, 
JTNL plays rock and roll, 
blues, and soul, promising an 
unforgettable musical experi- 
ence. 


Photo courtesy of Collie Buddz 
$0.99 advance and day of 
show. 


Wed. 13: Kina Grannis, 
with Imaginary Friend at 
Higher Ground Showcase 
Lounge 

7:00 p.m. 

After entering herself into a 
YouTube contest, Kina Gran- 
nis’s video for “Message from 
Your Heart” was shown dur- 
ing the Superbowl and landed 
her with first prize and a re- 


cord deal. 
$12 





Fri. 15: Turtle 
Undergound 
8:30 p..m. The Big Dirty 


Sat. 16: Turtle 
Underground 

8:30 p.m. Strength in Num- 
bers 


Sat. 16: Dubstep Show 
10:30 p.m.-1 a.m. All proceeds 
will go to the MOVE extended 
service trip to Kolkata. 
Eddie’s Lounge 


Sat. 16: Lamb Lovers 

10 am-l p.m, Shelburne 
Farms, Shelburne 

Visit new lambs, watch sheep 
get their hair cut and sample 
some cheese. 


$4-$7 





Sun. 17: Boston Legends 
All-Star Concert 

7 p.m. Memorial Auditorium, 
Burlington 

Members of bands such as 
Aerosmith and musician Joe 
Perry perform in concert with 
Jon Butcher Axis. 
$34.60-$77.60 


Know of an upcoming 
event? Email Ashley at 
aaubert@smcvt.edu_ with 
the date, time, location, 
cost and brief description 
of your event! 
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REVIEWS 








‘Despicable Me’ 





By Elizabeth Murray 
Staff Writer 


Being evil can be hard work, especially 
for an older villain like Gru (Steve Carell) in 
“Despicable Me.” Gru constantly tries to out- 
scheme himself and his competition, but un- 
like Gru’s often fruitless efforts, the directors 
of “Despicable Me” (Pierre Coffin and Chris 
Renaud) definitely outdid themselves with this 
animated comedy. 

When Gru discovers a new villain has 
outshone him by stealing the Great Pyramid of 
Giza, Gru needs to unleash a huge plan he has 
been keeping up his sleeve. With a little help 
from his old and often senile assistant, Dr. Ne- 
fario (Voice of Russell Brand), and hundreds of 
tiny, yellow, gibberish-speaking minions, Gru 
decides to hatch his greatest plot yet: stealing 
the moon. 

The ridiculous plot paired with abounding 
silliness will have you in stitches for the entire 
movie. The writers (Ken Daurio, Sergio Pab- 
los, and Cinco Paul) did an expert job of finding 
humor to tickle everyone’s funny bone, not just 
little kids’. 

“Despicable Me” puts a brilliant spin on 
the traditional good vs. evil plot archetype. In 
fact, the movie contains no true “good guy.” 
The plot would not be complete without the 
threat of an arch-nemesis named Vector (Jason 
Segal). A 2nd nerdy spoiled rich kid with lots 
of high-tech weapons, Vector stands a chance 
of stealing both Gru’s idea and the moon. In- 
troducing himself to Gru, Vector explains his 
mathematical term of a name: “I’m committing 
crimes with both direction and magnitude! Oh 
yeah!” 

With both an evil protagonist and an evil 
enemy, whose side do you choose? 

Gru’s relationship with three orphan girls 
makes the choice clear. Gru adopts Margot 
(Miranda Cosgrove), Edith (Dana Gaier) and 
Agnes (Elsie Fisher) from Miss Hattie’s Home 
for Girls when he figures out their apparent in- 
nocence can help him defeat Vector and suc- 
ceed in his scheme. With no experience as a 
father, or even as a particularly loving person, 








Gru’s parenting skills leave a lot to be desired. 
For him, dog bowls of candy and water and a 
newspaper for “pee pee and poo poo” suffice 
for the care of these girls. However, his “strict- 
ly business” attitude changes as he slowly be- 
comes enchanted with the lovable girls he once 
found so annoying. As Gru falls for their ador- 
able antics, so will you when you discover how 
hard it becomes to resist Agnes’s soulful brown 
eyes, Edith’s fascination with revolting things 
and Margot’s protective big sisterly attitude. 

The movie digs still deeper so it can touch 
every member of the audience. Flashbacks to 
Gru’s childhood dreams of going to the moon 
conjure sympathy for him that would not other- 
wise exist. Not only trying to defeat his enemy 
and outdo his past schemes, Gru also wants to 
win his mother’s approval. In this light, every- 
one can relate to how Gru feels, as we all have 
probably wanted to make someone proud at one 
time or another. Who knew a kids’ movie could 
be so deep? 


~ “With both an evil protagonist — 
and an evil enemy, whose side do 
you choose?” 


Gru’s minions really bring the movie alive. 
Without them, “Despicable Me” would not be 
as entertaining or funny. Much of the movie’s 
humor comes from these simultaneously evil 
and innocent creatures who loyally follow Gru 
throughout his ups and downs. These odd, pill- 
shaped creatures make the movie worth more 
than the admission fee. 

Original music by rap artist and producer 
Pharrell Williams and Heitor Pereira (com- 
poser of the music for Spy Kids and Curious 
George, among’ many others) will draw you 
into the movie even more. The music incorpo- 
rates a fresh mixture of orchestra and hip-hop 
elements. So, you may find yourself bobbing 
your head or tapping your foot while watching 
the movie. You may even want to get up and 
dance. 











Terminal 5 


By Deanna Lavender 
Staff Writer 


Walking down Amsterdam 
Avenue on the Upper West Side, 
I feel my anticipation grow as the 
bright lights of New York shine 
on my face. It was 9:00 p.m. on a 
cold Saturday night in March and 
I was on my way to Terminal 5 for 
the first time. As I walked farther 
down the street, the glitz began to 
fade and I found myself wander- 
ing through concrete streets and 
mazes of unmarked buildings. All 
night my friend Andy had raved 
about the famed NYC music ven- 
ue, but so far the area was less than 
impressive. 

As I rounded the corner of 
10th Avenue and W 56th Street, I 
could see packs of people lining 
the street. We walked up to join the 
crowd and within three minutes 
we were cuffed with zebra-striped 
over-21 wrist bands, meandering 
between multiple check points 
and quickly enveloped by thun- 
dering electronic music. Tonight 
Terminal 5 will be filled with the 
overwhelming sounds of dubstep 
— electronic music originating in 
England with heavy bass and drum 
influences. 

One unique feature of Termi- 
nal 5 is the distinct theme on each 
of the five floors. The first floor is 
for anyone who wants to work up 
a sweat dancing. This floor, and 
every other floor, includes a bar 
which sits off to the side, over- 
charging immensely. I rang up a 
$26 tab for two small vodka Red- 
bulls. ’'d prefer Higher Grounds 
drink prices anytime. There, two 
larger vodka Redbulls would only 
cost $14. 

In the front of the large, rectan- 
glular room, Fake Blood, a British 
DJ, spun sets off his latest album. 
Clusters of dancers swayed to his 
beats. Settled by 9:30, we enjoyed 
plenty of dance room on the first 
floor this early in the night. As the 
room filled with scantily clad girls 
and sweaty guys dancing too close 
together, the group and I moved 
upstairs. The next two floors were 
large horseshoe-shaped balconies 
that wrap around three quarters of 
the room, and allow you to see the 
stage more clearly. 

Next up were Skream and 
Benga, two more English na- 


tives. Owning to my high school 
crush on 25-year old British cutie 
Skream, I womped and wobbled 
in very dubstep-esque fashion to 
the bass the entire time he spun his 
tracks. 

The third floor, also a balcony, 
was by far the coziest with less of a 
crowd and an abundance of dingy, 
plush chairs to relax on. An added 
third floor bonus: clean bathrooms 
with no lines! 

The fifth floor, an enclosed 
rooftop bar with outdoor couches, 
was another favorite spot with 
spectacular views of the Manhat- 
tan skyline and smoking clear- 
ance. Andy, myself and our other 
friends alternated between these 
two floors all night, only stopping 
by the fourth as a go-between. 

As Saturday turned into Sun- 
day, the real reason most people 
had showed up appeared on stage. 
Simian Mobile Disco, an electronic 
duo also reppin’ the UK, sauntered 
out for their live set — an appar- 
ent rarity, according to my friend 
Andy. 


ate 





If the drug culture 








and apparent leniency 
of Terminal 5’s security 
scares you, stay away.” 


As I happily hummed Sim- 
ian’s “Hustler,” a song about steal- 
ing music, another music lover 
swayed side-to-side occasionally 
knocking into me. The boy, most 
likely on drugs, could barely con- 
trol his body and stood next to the 
railing for support. 

If the drug culture and ap- 
parent leniency of Terminal 5’s 
security scare you, stay away. For 
me it’s ali about the music and the 
drug scene can easily be ignored. 

The performers and venue 
together provided one of the best 
shows I’ve ever attended. Once 
outside, the cool, early Sunday 
morning air filled my lungs and 
brought me back down to earth. 
The group and I some giddy, some 
drunk, or just exhausted all smiled 
to ourselves as we walked down W. 
56th street back towards the bright 
lights of New York City. 











O17 


THE DEFENDER * Tuesday, April 5, 2011 * Vol. 29, Issue No. 5 


COLUMNS 
They’re Not Laughing at You, 


They’re Laughing With You 


Embar- 
rassment, 
According 
to the En- 
carta World 
English 
Dictionary 
is a feeling 
of painful 
self-con- 
sciousness, 
uncom fort- 
ableness, shame, or humiliation 

So that time I accused some- 
one of stealing, only to find out 
he actually worked in the store 
and was simply removing clothes 
from the shelves, would fit here. 

In my own defense, I was 
on strong pain medications and 
should not have been allowed to 
go off by myself. That same week 
I went to the doctor and became 
overjoyed when I “found Nemo” 
in the office aquarium. 

We’ve all had embarrassing 
moments. You’re in a public rest- 
room and you swear you locked 
the door. Surprise! You didn’t. 
Some elderly man opens the door 
on you and what feels like three 
painful minutes of excruciating 
humiliation ensues where you 
just stare at each other. 

Don’t pretend that’s never 


CoL_uMNS 
Epiror 





Ashley 
Aubert 


SALON 
PROFESSIONAL 
ACADEMY 


happened to you. And if it hasn’t, 
then you’ve probably been the 
one to open the stall on that in- 
nocent elderly person. 

Is being embarrassed ever 
helpful? Does it get you that per- 
son you’ve wanted to date for so 
long? Does it land you that job? 
Does it get you from Point A to 
Point B? 

Being a person who falls, 
runs into and drops a lot of things, 
I’ve learned to laugh at myself. 
I know that’s the recommended 
reaction to an embarrassing situ- 
ation, but when it happens to me, 
I am actually laughing at myself 
because I’m thinking about how 
I hit my head on my car window 
earlier that morning thinking it 
was open. 

Embarrassment is good for 
us. It builds character and let’s 
face it, provides great stories. 
My first time drinking in Mi- 
lan, Italy, I spent the night cry- 
ing hysterically while eating a 
nutella crepe and washing my 
hands in puddles. It was a com- 
plete disaster. But looking back, 
it was funny and taught me to 
never trust alcoholic beverages 
that taste like milkshakes. 

For some people, em- 
barrassment is their biggest fear. 


It leaves them in a vulnerable 
position where they’ve lost con- 
trol of a situation. Next time you 
humiliate yourself, step back and 
just accept it. Yes, you did just 
fall in the middle of Alliot but 
look at this cutie patootie help- 
ing you get back up. Or, yes, you 
did just come home and realized 





“You're ina public 
restroom and you swear 
you locked the door. 


Surprise! You didn’t.” 


you had something stuck in your 
teeth during your dinner date. So 
what? That filet mignon was de- 
licious. 

If George W. Bush can 
say things like “Is our children 
learning?” or “They misunderes- 
timated me,” and still manage to 
get re-elected as president of the 
United States, then you can defi- 
nitely survive what may seem 
like a humiliating situation. 

Just remember to laugh. 


Ashley Aubert is a junior 
Journalism major. Contact her at 
aaubert@smcvt.edu 


Appointments: 802.879.4811 
400 Cornerstone Dr, Ste 220, Williston 


2 www.tspaWilliston.com 


NOW ENROLLING . 


Cosmetology class starts May 9th 2011 


Esthetics class starts in June 


PRESENT THIS AD TO RECEIVE 


$30 HAIRCUT & COLOR 


All services performed by supervised students. Exp 4/30/11 


ENDORSED BY REDKEN FOR 
EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION REDKEN 


$7 BegA Y. ENLULE ONLY C 








Happy to be 
Stuck With You 


a The term 
NaAKED-OPINION :. 
Epitor stuck”  car- 


ries the nega- 
tive connota- 
tion of being 
bogged down, 
immobilized, 
fastened, 
fixed, glued. 
These words 
strike fear in 
the hearts of 
young movers and shakers. We 
can’t be tied down! We want 
options, choices; we want the 
chance to decide for ourselves. 

The addition of perma- 
nency to any choice is enough 
to turn us away from what we 
really want. But deep down, 
isn’t that what we are looking 
for: things that will last? 

Society has been reshaped 
to allow the removal of things 
that should be permanent. 

Example one: erasable 
pens. This is an astonishing in- 
vention. One might think that 
pencils, the original creation 
of removable marks, would be 
enough. Instead, we have de- 
cided that we should have the 
right to write in irreversible 
ink...and then reverse it. 

Example two: laser tattoo 
removal. You are first given 
the choice to “ink” your body 
and display to the world what 
is most important to you. This 
is not a choice that is forced 
on anyone. However, once you 
have made that decision, which 
I have twice, should you not 
have to live with it? You have 
altered your body, the only one 
you have, and that should be a 
choice that you keep. But don’t 
worry, if your wallet is deep 
enough — $500 a session deep 
enough — the pigment of a tat- 
too can be faded just as quickly 
as your beliefs. 

Example three: Divorce. 
Marriages come to an end for all 
types of reasons, most of which 
are explained as “irreconcil- 
able differences.” This may en- 
tail infidelity, communication 
breakdowns, physical, emo- 
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tional or psychological abuse, 
and even boredom. Arranged 
marriages have a lower divorce 
rate than “love marriages” and 
are not reported as having any 
less love. If the L-word were the 
only thing taken into consider- 
ation in relationships, would 
marriage be necessary? For 
half of those who tie the knot, 
“til death do us part” becomes 
nothing more than “until we 
change our minds.” It saddens 
me that these types of divorces 
lessen the significance of the 
most important of promises and 
the most cherished of all ways 
to be “stuck”. 

I am not saying that people 
should ruin their lives by stick- 
ing with choices they made at 
younger ages. But I am say- 
ing that we should treat the 
decisions of permanency with 
honor and reverence. We have 
developed a devastating fear of 
forever, where we used to find 
solace. It is important to allow 





" “Society has been 


reshaped to allow the 


removal of things that 
should be permanent.” 


ourselves to not only make the 
hard decisions with certainty, 
but to deal with the results of 
our decisions with confidence. 
If you allow yourself to quit, 
or become “unstuck” from the 
things you were once commit- 
ted to, you may soon find that 
there isn’t much that has stuck 
with you at all. 


Courtney Jordan is a junior 
Journalism major. Contact her 
at CJordan2@smcvt.edu 
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Computer-Chair Activism Isn’t Enough 








At any 

Guest given time 
on — , on Face- 
wv book, partic- 
ipants may 

be asked if 
4 they want to 
me! join a cause 
"Taaren and, with a 
Chaves simple click 

of the infa- 


mous “like” 
button, they cast their vote or 
pledge their allegiance. So, you 
announce that you care about the 
world because on your Facebook 
feed it reads, “I like breast can- 
cer awareness.” You can become 
a humanitarian from your com- 
puter chair, which is way easier 
than hitching a ride to a rally in 
Boston, D.C. or New York City. 
The St. Michael’s based 
non-profit organization Fix-it- 
with-Five suffers from the same 
computer-chair apathy. Fix-it- 
with-Five only has 26 support- 
ers on its Facebook page, which 
doesn’t resemble a movement for 
change. 
This unique organization 
aggregates five dollars from each 


student’s activities fee, which 
amounts to $10,000 that Fix- 
it-With-Five awards to a local 
charity. The local charities have 
to prove through an application 
process that the grant will go to 
creating a permanent change. Af- 
ter the application progress, there 
is a panel presentation by three 
finalists, with each again having 
to prove that the money will go 
towards a positive change. 

Yet, despite its commend- 
able results and hard work, St. 
Michael’s students still have no 
idea that Fix-it-with-Five exists. 
This was evident when the group 
showcased the three non-profit 
organizations that could receive 
this year’s $10,000 grant. The 
only reason why Cheray was 
full of students was because two 
journalism classes were required 
to attend, along with the Student 
Association. The student turn- 
out was reflected in the most 
disrespectful manner. To my 
left three women were checking 
their emails, Facebook, or writ- 
ing papers for class. One was 
reading Plato’s Symposium, and 
her nose never left the crevice of 


her book. 

On August 28, 1963, Martin 
Luther King’s voice swelled with 
the words, “I have a dream,” and 
the crowd of 300,000 applauded 
and chanted for equal rights. 
The connectivity could be felt 
through the crowd because every 
participant worked hard to sup- 
port the event and attend it. 

How did the organizers of 
this rally successfully decide on 
a date, time, and place without 
Facebook? How could they even 
rally support without Facebook? 
Their success cannot all be at- 
tributed to the social movement 
created by Bob Dylan’s political 
folk song, “The times they are 
a changing.” Dylan’s political 
messages are found in today’s 
music, so participatory change is 
not exclusive to the rotting pages 
of Life magazine. 

The success of the civil 
rights movement came from or- 
ganizers handing out fliers on 
street corners, which made the 
humanitarian effort tangible to 
supporters. The human contact 
made a prospective supporter 
feel important, which resulted 


in the rallies of the ’60s and ’70s 
being more successful than any 
political rally today. 

The Social Justice League’s 
dinner on March 24 was a col- 
lection of all student social orga- 
nizations at St. Michael’s. As the 





protest for civil rights 
get organized without 
Facebook?” 


leaders were conversing, they 
complained about the lack of stu- 
dent support. One student, Kate 
Bailey, said that they try to attract 
students to their cause with food, 
and that night Papa Franks was 
on the menu. However, only 15 
people attended the dinner, none 
of whom were newly recruited 
members. Bailey believes “you 
don’t need the numbers to make 
change. Five people can make a 
change, and sometimes we forget 
to verbally ask other students or 
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friends to join our causes.” 

That’s a hefty endeavor for 
five people: to change the per- 
spective of people nationally and 
on campus. Many of the causes 
on campus directly tie into what 
students are learning in classes. 
A professor may try to pass on 
to student his or her passion for 
gender equality, the Rwanda 
genocide and AIDS in Africa, 
but the students are not receiving 
the message to join the cause. 

There are too many emails 
in a student’s inbox, so they just 
delete emails until they can send 
an email to request an extension 
from a professor. The emails stu- 
dents are deleting are from clubs 
pleading for support. 

Students may try to support 
social movements, but they just 
received a romantic message 
from their crush via Facebook 
chat and the thought of conspir- 
ing for change dissipates while 
they think of a response. 


Lauren Chaves is a junior 
Journalism major. Contact her 
at Ichaves@smcvt.edu 





One Student 








To tees 

Guest April again. 
CoLUMNIST This time 
last year the 

birds  start- 

ed chirping, 

the days 

started get- 
isl ting _lon- 
Josh ger and the 
Hoxie oil started 


spilling into 
the ocean. It’s been almost a year 
since the Deepwater Horizon oil 
rig exploded, leaking crude oil 
out of the massive hole cut into 
the ocean floor. 

The rig, owned by Trans- 
ocean and leased to BP, explod- 
ed on April 20, 2010, killing 11 
workers before sinking into the 
sea. Over 200 million gallons 
of oil hemorrhaged from the 
earth and into the ocean before 
it was capped five months later. 
President Obama called the spill 
our environmental 9/11 and it is 


regarded as the worst environ- 
mental disaster in our nation’s 
history. 

Beginning this summer, BP 
will restart deep-water drilling 
in the Gulf of Mexico with the 
permission of U.S. federal regu- 
lators. BP, the responsible party 
for the worst oil spill in history, 
is being given a pass for deep- 
water drilling. 

Some may say that BP should 
be allowed to go back to work in 
the Gulf after its meager efforts 
to alleviate the irreparable dam- 
age the company caused. This is 
a tough sell to the families living 
in the coastal regions of the Gulf, 
many of whom depend on fish- 
ing for their livelihood and are 
now struggling to get by. 

A presidential commission 
found that the spill was the direct 
result of cost-cutting measures 
by BP, Transocean, and Halli- 
burton. In blatant disregard for 
their culpability, Transocean has 


akes on Oil Villains 


named 2010 its safest year and 
given bonuses to its executives 
for their commitment to safety. 
Transocean has already resumed 
drilling in the Gulf. 

Companies with a massive 
profit motive and no regard for 
climate change or environmental 
degradation or the wellbeing of 
humanity are getting a free pass 





“Companies with a 
massive profit motive... 
resume business as 
usual: polluting the 
planet and warming the 
atmosphere.” 


to resume business as usual: pol- 
luting the planet and warming 
the atmosphere. And what of the 
crusaders resisting them? 





Enter Tim DeChristopher. 
On December 19, 2008, DeChris- 
topher, a University of Utah stu- 
dent at the time, bid on several 
parcels of federal land being sold 
to oil and gas prospectors as one 
of the last handouts to the indus- 
try by the Bush Administration. 
He did this with no intention or 
means to actually pay for the 
land, but rather to disrupt the 
auction and halt the destruction 
of forest land. 

Tim, or Bidder 70, has be- 
come a hero to environmental- 
ists everywhere in the two years 
since his simple act of civil dis- 
obedience. The 149,000 acres of 
land at auction were restored to 
protected status by the Obama 
administration, nearly all of it 
banned from future develop- 
ment. Despite raising the $1.8 
million he bid to buy the land, 
DeChristopher was found guilty 
on March 3rd 2011 of two felony 
charges for disrupting the auc- 


tion carrying up to 10 years in 
prison and $750,000 in fines. 
While companies like BP 
and Transocean continue to prof- 
it from exploiting environmental 
resources, Tim DeChristopher 
awaits his sentencing in June. 
The irony of the federal govern- 
ment protecting the land and then 
prosecuting the man who made it 
possible is overwhelming. Who 
will be punished for the damage 
brought on by climate change? 
When will we start to protect 
ourselves from the BPs of the 
world and celebrate the Tim 
DeChristophers? 


Josh Hoxie is a senior political 

science and economics double 

major. Contact him at jhoxie@ 
smcvt.edu 





The only trait 
I inherited from 
my mother was her 
muddy brown eyes. 
Besides that, it’s 
clear that J am my 
father’s daughter, 
right down to my 
incredibly straight 
hair, my (secret) 
love of karaoke, a 
fondness for gin 
and tonics and the 
fact that, like my 
father, I have to set an alarm clock just to 
wake up at noon. 

What’s weird is that it was my mother 
who raised me. She’s the one who ban- 
daged my scraped knees and broken hearts 
growing up. When I’m sick (or running 
low on money), she’s the one I call. Grow- 
ing up, my dad lived in New Hampshire, 
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Like Father, Like Daughter — Unexpectedly 


a six-hour car ride away, so I only got to 
see him three times a year. The amount 
of time I’ve spent with my dad over the 
course of my life adds up to something 
like four months. Yet, when I visited my 





“There iS no denying that for 


better or worse, I am an exact 
replica of my father” 


dad over spring break, I realized he is just 
a 50-year-old version of me. 

He goes to bed at 4 a.m. and wakes 
up at noon. The only food in his house is 
macaroni and cheese and diet coke. Dish- 
es sit in the sink unwashed and beds are 
unmade. Like me, my dad has a one track 
mind and is a workaholic, a very danger- 





ous combination. So while some might 
call me lazy for not doing laundry in three 
weeks, I tend to focus so hard on my work 
that everything else just falls to the side. 

My mom, on the other hand, is at 
work by 7:30 a.m. and is disgusted when 
she comes home at 3:30 to find me just 
rolling out of bed and eating Easy Mac, 
Ramen or anything else that I found in the 
kitchen that can be microwaved. I have 
been known to eat spaghettios cold be- 
cause taking two minutes to microwave 
them is a hassle when I have work to do. 
But that’s only when I can muster the en- 
ergy needed to find a can opener and deal 
with spaghettios in the first place. 

I admire my mom. Unlike my dad 
(and probably the future me) she works, 
raises a family, keeps the house clean and 
makes sure I eat other food besides spa- 
ghettios. It takes a certain talent to bal- 
ance all the details that keep a family and 


a house running. 

But despite 21 years of my mother’s 
constant influence and nagging to be 
more organized and neat, there is no de- 
nying that for better or worse, I am an ex- 
act replica of my father. 

While I wish I could sometimes be 
more like my mother, it’s a comforting 
thought to know that even though my fa- 
ther is far away, he is still very much a 
part of who I am. I feel his influence de- 
spite the distance. 

But for now, I’m sure my mother will 
keep fighting the good fight of nature 
versus nurture in an effort to make sure 
I don’t starve or live like a slob when J fi- 
nally live on my own. In reality, my only 
hope is that the man I someday marry is a 
genius in the kitchen. 


Jordan Kilty is a journalism major. 
Contact her at JKilty@smcvt.edu 
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Photo by Peter Hanson 
Junior Eliza Scoba looks to the net against Franklin Pierce, March 29. 
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Opposing Teams Have 
Hands Full With Scoba 


Junior's play-making ability gives defenses nightmares 


By Allie DeLorenzo 
Staff Writer 


As the women’s lacrosse 
team reach the mid-point of its 
season, opponents have learned 
how big a threat junior attacker 
Eliza Scoba presents. 

Scoba is the Purple Knights’ 
point leader, already netting 19 
goals and assisting 15 others. 

Being the top scorer is noth- 
ing new for the Franklin, Mass., 
native as she also led the Purple 
Knights in points at the end of 
the 2010 season with 39. 

“My goals motivate me to 
work really hard to get a goal or 
an assist,’ Scoba said. “I never 
look at an opponent as an easy 
opponent; I always make it a 
challenge.” 

Despite Scoba’s high goal 
tally, she said she would rather 
get an assist than a goal because 
she enjoys watching her team- 
mates succeed. 

She is currently tied for 
tenth place in the conference for 
assists, averaging 1.29 per game. 

In preparation for the spring 
season, Scoba said she and her 
teammates trained during the 
off-season with running timed 
miles, and hard work in the 
weight room. This work ethic 
led to a successful fall practice 
season. 

Scoba prepares for game- 
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day in her own way. 

“Tm not the type of person 
to prepare myself for a game 
by listening to pump up mu- 
sic, so instead I try to visualize 
what I’m going to do during the 
game,” Scoba said. 

Last fall the team welcomed 
new head coach Ashley Hughes, 
who said Scoba has an outstand- 
ing work ethic and the ability to 
push and improve others. 

“She is an all around suc- 
cessful -student athlete which 
is what we ask of all our team 
members; to be committed to the 
field, the game and to the class- 
room,” Hughes said. 

Scoba said that from the 
start, Hughes expected a lot from 
the team. 

“She knows the team we can 
be, and she knows how much po- 
tential we have as a team,” Scoba 
said. “She always reminds us 
that we may not be the best team 
in the league, but we will be the 
fittest.” 

Playing in the highly com- 
petitive Northeast-10 conference, 
the team has a 1-3 record against 
conference opponents and a 2-6 
overall record. 

However, playing under 
Hughes has given Scoba more 
confidence in her play-making 
abilities. 

“T am definitely doing bet- 
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ter this season, and I think Ash- 
ley has had an impact on that,” 
Scoba said. “She has driven me 
to set personal goals for not just 
lacrosse, but also for my career 
here at St. Mike’s.” 

Scoba was chosen as a ju- 
nior captain, along with seniors 
Liz Seikman and Joan Colloton. 

“We all have high expecta- 
tions of each other this year, and 
as captains we just try to rein- 
force that and not let people get 
down if we lose.” 

Liz Siracusa, a senior de- 
fender, said Scoba is a support- 
ive and encouraging teammate. 

“She is one of our strongest 
attackers and knows so much 
about the game of lacrosse,” Si- 
racusa said. “She is great about 
giving advice to the team, and 
staying positive during practices 
and games.” 

Though the team has had a 
hard time finding wins so far, 
Scoba said that she is looking 
forward to the next contest at 
Bentley, April 6. 

“In the past they have al- 
ways had a pretty good team, 
and we tend to play better when 
we know our opponent,” Scoba 
said. “I have faith in our team, 
and if we work together, I believe 
we can do great things.” 





Photo by Peter Hanson 


Scoba brushes off opposing defender. 
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Women’s Tennis Pro Hockey Coming to VT 
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Team on Roll 


Photo by Jean-Marie McGrath 


Junior Emily Ogilvy serves against Bentley, March 27 


By Peter Hanson 
Sports Editor 


Despite having only seven 
members, the women’s tennis 
team owns the best record among 
the 21 St. Michael’s varsity pro- 
grams, at 9-2. 

Senior captain Marran 
Ranks said that having a small 
team can have its benefits. 

“Tt helps because since there 
are only seven of us, we’ve be- 
come so close,” she said. “We 
know each other real well and 
having that family atmosphere is 
really helpful.” 

In the Northeast-10, only 
American International College, 
with six players, has fewer wom- 
en on the roster. 

Ranks said that in addi- 
tion to great team camaraderie, 
strong work ethic and extra con- 
ditioning have helped the team 
achieve success. 

“We make an effort to make 
conditioning happen in practice, 
sometimes stopping practice 
short,” she said. “You don’t want 
to lose matches because you’re 
not in shape.” 

With five matches left, all 
against conference opponents, 
the team has placed itself in good 
position to get a high seed for the 
Northeast-10 tournament. Head 
coach Greg Cluff stressed the 
importance of the team’s upcom- 
ing back-to-back matches against 
rivals Southern New Hampshire 
University and Stonehill Col- 
lege. The two teams are cur- 
rently ranked first and second in 
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the conference, respectively. 

“We’re looking forward to 
the Stonehill and Southern New 
Hampshire matches, hoping that 
everything can come together,” 
he said. “That would really, tru- 
ly be a highlight if we’re all able 
to play well on those days.” 

Ranks said the team hopes 
to play in the April 23 confer- 
ence championship match and 
afterward receive its third con- 
secutive bid to the NCAA tour- 
nament. The team has failed to 
advance past the first round in 
each of its three appearances. 

Each event is made up of 
three doubles matches and six 
singles matches. 

Junior Emily Ogilvy said 
the team has had success with 
the order in which they have 
played. Six of the women have a 
singles match winning percent- 
age over .700. 

Ogilvy also credits senior 
leadership as contributing to the 
team’s achievements. 

“Three of our players are se- 
nior captains who work the top 
of our lineup and they’re really 
fun,” she said. 

Cluff said the team has done 
a good job reducing anxiety and 
focusing on having fun while be- 
ing competitive. 

“We try to create an atmo- 
sphere where every single player 
feels comfortable in performing 
at her highest level,” he said. 

The team’s next match is at 
Merrimack, Tuesday, April 19, 
3.30 p.m. 


By Natalie Dimaria 
Staff Writer 


Vermont’s frigid climate 
makes it an ideal location for 
winter sports, especially hock- 
ey. With an array of local talent 
coming from the University of 
Vermont and St. Michael’s Col- 
lege, it is no surprise the Federal 
Hockey League announced Ver- 
mont as the site of its newest ex- 
pansion team for fall 2011. 

The Green Mountain Rock 
Crushers will be Vermont’s first 
professional hockey team and 
will play at Jay Peak’s new Ice 
Haus Arena in Jay, Vt.. Accord- 
ing to Andy Makal, the team’s 
general manager, the area is per- 
fect for a pro team. 

“I think it’s going to be 
fantastic. There is a lot of great 
hockey in the state already,” 
he said. “We happen to be re- 
ally close to the Canadian border 
where there are a couple hundred 
thousand crazy hockey fans just 
to the north of us.” 

St. Michael’s men’s_ ice 
hockey coach Chris Davidson 
agrees that the Jay Peak resort is 
an ideal location for the Crush- 
ers, as Burlington has many pop- 
ular college teams already. 

“T think Jay Peak was smart 
because it’s very touristy. That’s 
where everyone goes,” Davidson 
said. “It gives them something to 
do at night time; go watch a pro 
hockey team play.” 

The Crushers will be the 
seventh team to join the Single A 
Federal Hockey League, which 





played its inaugural season in 
2010-11. While they won’t be 
facing off against the Boston 
Bruins, Makal assures that the 
level of focus and dedication is 
the same. 

“Tt’s fully professional. It’s 
not guys who have jobs who just 
show up for just one practice a 
week and games on the week- 
ends,” Makal said. “Hockey is 
their job.” 

Though the roster has yet 
to be completed, Makal said he 
hopes to acquire players from 
the St. Michael’s hockey team in 
the future, as the league provides 
college hockey players with the 
opportunity to continue playing 
in a professional environment af- 
ter graduation. The league also 
includes players moving from 
other junior hockey leagues. 

“T think I speak for most col- 
lege hockey players when I say 
that everybody wants to keep the 
dream going a little longer,” said 
junior Daniel Evarts, a mem- 
ber of the St. Michael’s varsity 
hockey team. “So if I could play 
a little pro hockey after college, 
I definitely would take that op- 
portunity.” 

The Green Mountain Rock 
Crushers won’t be spending all 
their time in the Ice Haus Arena, 
Makal explained. The players 
are all required to participate in 
community service as well. 

The Rock Crushers also 
hope to gain support from the 
community by sponsoring stu- 
dent nights with discounted tick- 





ets. The game schedule will also 
be taken into account to avoid 
game days of the local college 
and universities. 

The Green Mountain Rock 
Crushers will look to have more 
success than the Vermont Frost 
Heaves, a professional basketball 
team from Barre, Vt., that was 
disbanded earlier this year after 
five and a half years of existence. 
Despite being based in a tourist 
location and the attempts to de- 
velop a loyal fan base, Davidson 
thinks the Rock Crushers may 
also get crushed, as Jay Peak is 
ultimately a ski resort. 

“Everyone that will go to the 
games will be tourists, It’s not 
going to be the same people over 
and over,” he said. “The majority 
of the people going to the games 
will be families on vacation go- 
ing skiing, so I don’t know how 
well their actual fan base will be, 
but I think on paper they will fill 
the stands every night.” 

Evarts, a Vermont local is 
excited about the development 
of a local professional team, 
but shares the concern that fans 
won't be flocking to the arena. 

Evarts said Vermont is a 
tough area for a pro team to ex- 
cel because the most interest is 
focused on competitive college 
programs. 

“We are a winter state. Ob- 
viously, the biggest show in town 
is Vermont hockey,’ Davidson 
explained. “This area really, 
truly thrives on hockey.” 


Photo by Harrison Antognioni 
Andy Makal, the general manager of the Green Mountain Rock Crushers poses at 
the Ice Haus Arena in Jay, Vt. 
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SPORTS 


Outstanding Knights 


Recognizing personal or team achievement 









Photo courtesy of St. Michael website 
Senior co-captain Seth Metayer 


Baseball 


Senior Pete Estes is batting .346 for the 
team with a 4-6 record. The Purple 
Knights are three wins short of surpass- 
ing last season’s number of wins. The 
team plays at Middlebury on April 5 and 

_at Norwich on April 6. 





Phot 
Senior Logan Pintka received post- 
season honors 


o by Peter Hanson 


Women’s Lacrosse 


The women’s lacrosse team earned its sec- 
ond win of the season, defeating Southern 
Connecticut St, 17-7. Junior Eliza Scoba and 
Sophomore Caitlin Mahoney both recorded 
hat tricks, and the event marked the first 


Northeast-10 win for new head coach Ashley _ 


Hughes. 


Men’s Lacrosse 


The men’s lacrosse team has won three 
straight games, including a March 30 
victory over nationally ranked No. 6 
Merrimack, 8-6. After a slow start, 
dropping three of their first four games, 
the Purple Knights are 3-0 in North- 
east-10 conference play. Next game vs. 
No. 2 Le Moyne is Sat., April 9. 





“Photo courtesy of St. Michael website 


Senior Pete Estes is batting .346 


Women’s Basketball 


Senior Logan Pintka was named an ECAC 
Division II second team all-star. Pintka 
is the only Northeast-10 conference player. 
to land a spot on the team. She captained 
the Purple Knights to the playoffs and be- 
came a member of the elite 1,000-point 
club earlier this year. 

















Photo courtesy of St. Michael website 
Sophomore Caitlin Mahoney 










This Week’s 
Schedule 


Tuesday, April 5 
Baseball @ Middlebury, 3:30 p.m. 
: Women’s Tennis @Merrimack, 3:30 p.m. 


Wednesday, April 6 

Softball vs. Bentley, 3 p.m. & 5 p.m. 
Men’s Tennis vs. Merrimack, 3:30 p.m. 
Baseball @ Norwich, 3 p.m. 

Women’s Lacrosse @ Bentley, 7 p.m. 


Friday, April 8 
Baseball vs. Southern New Hampshire, 3 p.m. 


Saturday, April 9 
Men’s Lacrosse @ Le Moyne, 2 p.m. 
Women’s Lacrosse @ Assumption, 3 p.m. 


Sunday, April 10 | 
Women’s Tennis @ Southern New Hampshire,1 
p.m. ) 








AINPS, BIOL UTE DELS: PSs 
(yes, we speak your language) 





UVM Summer University offers a variety of science 
courses in medical, health, biological & physical 
sciences with credits that can transfer back to your 
institution. This summer, focus on the requirements 
that you really need. Post-baccalaureate summer 
premedical programs available, as well as over 

400 general requirement courses. 





Registration begins February 15. 


Summer classes start May 23. 


Catch Up. Get Ahead. i 

. ta UNIVERSITY 
On Campus. Online. EF of VERMONT 
uvm.edu/summer/stmikes SUMMER UNIVERSITY 
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am St. 
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Mike’s 


Hannah Taylor: | am engaged 


By Courtney Jordan 
Naked Opinion Editor 


For the majority of St. Michael’s students, marriage 
is not in the immediate future. But a small percentage of 
their fellow students are balancing full-time class loads 
with the consuming task of wedding planning. One of 
these students is Hannah Taylor, 20, who became en- 
gaged this past February. 

“She was feeling my pockets for a ring,” recalls fi- 
ance Chad Bruyette, 31. “The ring was in there, she just 
didn’t feel it.” 

The couple became engaged exactly one year after 
their first date, a dinner that the couple recalls vividly. 

“He stuck his gum under the table,” Taylor said. 
“Who does that?” 

“She saw my true form at that point: shaken 
Bruyette said. “I hadn’t been on a dz 

Before the couple met, Bruye' 
ized a divorce from his fi 
children, now 8 and 2. 

“The kids are definite 
“The hardest part is havir 
wants for the children, and 

However, Taylor and Bi 
tionship between his children 
carefully and successfully. 

“] don’t believe in putting kids thr 
roller coaster like that,” Taylor said. “I didn’t want to mé 
the kids unless I was going to be around for awhile.” 


Challenging,” Taylor said. 
put aside your needs and 
11 so sudden for me.” 






While a year’s time may not seem like very long to. : 


some, the couple believes it was all the time they need- 
ed. 

“T don’t think it takes very long to be sure about the 
person you're with,” Taylor said. “If it takes you six years 
to decide if you’re going to be with someone, you’re prob- 
ably not.” 

Having been in serious relationships before, Bruyette 
said that proposing to Taylor was an obvious decision. 

“’d had my share of partners, and I knew what I 
wanted out of a relationship,” Bruyette said. “For me, it 
was easy.” 

The decision to get married at 20 is not a common 


Girl: Guys, I want to be a mere 


Friend: Dream big or go home! 


Boy: Have you met Jeff yet? 
Girl: No... 











one and blending their lives has proven difficult for the 
couple. 

“Sometimes it is pretty tough because we are in 
two different stages in our lives so there is a gap there,” 
Bruyette said. “I think we do a pretty good job of bridg- 
ing it, but she does have to sacrifice a lot for me.” 

One of these sacrifices have involved Taylor’s social 
life. 

“Tt has been hard to find a balance,” Taylor said. 
“He is at this place where he already has a family and a 
family-style of life where you can’t really go out all night. 
You have a responsibility to the kids to be up with them 
in the morning.” 

Taylor has worked to be able to maintain her college 
friendships while also being engaged. 

“T bought into the lifestyle a little too much at first, 
and that was my friends’ biggest objection,” Taylor said. 
“But I do need to realize that I don’t have kids of my own 
yet. I try to do as much for [Bruyette’s children] as I can, 
also need to take care of myself and take care of my 
ships with friends.” 
ou a psychology major and gender studies mi- 

spirations of obtaining her master’s degree, but 
stpone graduate school in order to be 
i hildren of her own, which she 






















ally old-fashioned to some, 
choice to become a stay- 
ogative. 
D choose being in a rela- 
Be right to choose to stay 
have women done?” Said 
he stigma of people who say 
wing fe away,’ no, this is also a life. 
It’s not an invalid decision just because I’m not getting a 
career right away.” 

Taylor’s mother, now a clinical psychologist, waited 
approximately 12 years for all three of her children to be 
in school full-time before earning her master’s degree. 
Taylor hopes to do the same and open a practice with her 
mother. 

Bruyette is an operations supervisor at Barry Calle- 
baut USA, an employer that has paid for him to take 









Photo Courtesy of Hannah Taylor 
Hannah Taylor with fiancé Chad Bruyette. 


business classes at UVM. 

The couple said that they understand the uniqueness. 
of their relationship, but fully believe they are doing the 
right thing. 

“I was looking for something more serious,” Tay- 
lor said. “I wouldn’t be with him if I didn’t have that. If — 
you're not ready to settle down, then the worst thing you 
could do is settle down.” 

The couple said that both their families are happy 
about the engagement. Taylor’s family was wary at first 
but has warmed up to Bruyette in the past year. 

“My mom loves him now,” Taylor said. “She told 
him the only way he is leaving the family is in a body 
bag.” 

“Her mom said if Hannah doesn’t marry me, she 
will,” Bruyette joked. 

Studies have shown that couples who marry under 
the age of 25 have a lesser chance of a successful mar- 
riage, but Taylor and Bruyette said they believe their age 
difference is part of what brought them together. 

“It’s really tough to find someone who is family-ori- 
ented right now, at our age, and in general who is going 
to be faithful,” Taylor said. “I think the best part of our 
relationship is knowing that we want the same things. 
This is what I’ve wanted forever.” 

Taylor currently lives at home in St. Albans which 
allows her to be closer to her fiancé. She plans to move in 
with him after their Vermont wedding in June 2012. 


Boy: Obviously you don’t watch porn. 


Bartender: It’s more laid back here. 
Boy: You get laid more back here? 


Boy: For a fat person, I’m hot. 
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